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For information about the general functionality for Workspace Desktop Edition, see the Workspace
User's Guide.

Important
For this version of the Workspace Plugin for Skype for Business, Genesys supports only
Skype for Business Server.

Logging into Workspace Desktop Edition to Access Skype for
Business

When you log into Workspace Desktop Edition, you'll see the My SfB tab in your My Workspace
screen, and you sign in to Skype for Business with your Skype for Business username and password.

Tip
If you want to automatically log into Skype for Business the next time you log into
your desktop, select Remember Password.

You can now control your Skype for Business presence on this tab.

Using Workspace Plugin for Skype for Business

Microsoft Skype for Business Deployment Guide 3



Warning
While you can change the presence status that is shown to your Skype for Business
coworkers, this is advisory only. The Genesys software will continue to route
interactions to you, unless you change your status from the main Workspace Desktop
toolbar.

Watch these videos:
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Accepting or Rejecting Interactions

When a new inbound Skype for Business interaction is sent to your workstation, a toast notification is
displayed at the bottom right-hand corner of your desktop.

You can:

• Accept — Open the interaction in the Workspace Desktop window.
• Reject — Decline the interaction. (Only visible if the interaction is sent through a Route Point)

If you do not accept the toast notification, it times out, and the interaction is not established.

If you accept the toast notification, the inbound interaction view is displayed.

IM Interactions

When you are in an Instant Messaging (IM) interaction and require additional information, you have
the following options:

• IM Conferencing: You can add another agent to an existing IM interaction.
• IM Transferring: You can transfer an IM interaction to another agent.
• IM Consultation: You can consult with another agent.
• Escalating to Voice: You can escalate an IM interaction to a voice interaction. Once you have escalated

an IM interaction to a voice interaction, you can escalate it again to video, if the customer has already
activated video. You cannot escalate to video directly from an IM interaction.

• Handling IM Transcripts: You save and restore an IM transcript.
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IM Conferencing

You can add another agent to an existing IM interaction. Select Instant IM Conference, and type
the agent's name or contact URI into the text box. When you find the agent's name from the list,
select Instant IM Conference, or the icon next to the agent's name.

The other agent receives a toast notification. The other agent can either accept or reject the
interaction.

Now you can exchange IM messages with all parties in the conference.

When you are finished with the IM conference, you can remove either yourself or the other agent
from the IM.
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IM Transferring

You can transfer an existing IM interaction to another destination (agent, queue, route point, etc).
Select Instant IM Transfer, and type the agent's name or contact URI into the text box. You can also
find the agent's name from the list of all agents. Select the Action menu or the icon next to the
agent's name.

The other agent receives a toast notification and can either accept or reject the interaction.

IM Consultation
Link to video

You can consult with another agent on an existing IM interaction. Select Start a Consultation, type
the agent's name or contact URI into the text box, and select Start Instant Message Consultation
from the Action menu.

A consultation IM window opens below the existing IM window. Type your IM message in the text field
and press Send. A toast notification is displayed on the selected user site. The consultation IM is
established when the agent accepts the toast notification for consultation IM.

You can now exchange messages with the other agent before returning to the conversation with your
customer.

500px

Escalating to Voice
Link to video
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Your customer might need to escalate the conversation from IM to voice or vice versa. The customer
uses their Skype for Business client to initiate a voice call or an IM interaction to you. By default, the
voice escalation call is auto-answered. However, an agent can answer the call manually if the
interaction-workspace\lync.voice-escalation-auto-answer option is set to false.

This option is in the [interaction-workspace] section of the Workspace Desktop Edition template:

• lync.voice-escalation-auto-answer
• Default Value: true
• Valid Values: true, false
• Changes Take Effect: After (re-)start of Workspace Desktop Edition
• Description: Determines whether a voice escalation call is auto-answered (value = true) or an

agent answers manually (value = false).

Or, you might need to escalate the conversation from IM to voice or vice versa. Use your Workspace
Desktop to initiate a voice call or an IM interaction to your customer.

file:Skype_plugin_consult.png

file:Skype_plugin_agent.png

Voice Interactions

When you are in a voice interaction and require additional information, you have the following
options

• Voice Conferencing: You can add another agent to an existing voice interaction.
• Voice Transferring: You can transfer a voice interaction to another agent.
• Voice Consultation: You can pause a voice interaction while you consult with another agent.
• Escalating to Video: You can escalate a voice interaction to a video interaction, if the customer has

already activated video. You, as the agent receiving the call, cannot choose unilaterally to escalate to
video. Only the originator of the call can escalate to video.

Voice Conferencing
You can add another agent to an existing voice interaction. Select Instant Voice Conference, and
type the agent's name or contact URI into the text box. When you find the agent's name from the list,
select Instant Voice Conference, or the icon next to the agent's name. The other agent receives a
toast notification. The other agent can either accept or reject the interaction. You, the customer, and
the other agent are placed into a three-way conference. When you are finished with the voice
conference, you can remove either yourself or the other agent from the voice conference.
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Voice Transferring
You can transfer an existing voice interaction to another destination (agent, queue, route point, etc).
Select Instant Voice Transfer, and type the agent's name or contact URI into the text box. You can
also find the agent's name from the list of all agents. Select the Action menu or the icon next to the
agent's name. The other agent receives a toast notification and can either accept or reject the
interaction.

Voice Consultation
You can consult with another agent on an existing voice interaction. Select Start a Consultation,
type the agent's name or contact URI into the text box, and select Initialize a Voice Consultation
from the Action menu. The voice consultation is established when the agent accepts the toast
notification for the voice consultation. Your main conversation will be on hold. If you were on a video
call when you request a voice consultation, your video will be stopped and the start/stop video button
will be unavailable during the consultation.

During a voice consultation, the mute button is not displayed in the voice consultation window.
However, you can use the Mute button from the main interaction to mute the conversation.

You can speak with the other agent before going back to the conversation with your customer.

Escalating to Video
Your customer might need to escalate the conversation from voice to video or to de-escalate the
conversation from video to voice. The customer uses their Skype client to initiate a voice call to you.
You accept the call. Once you have accepted the call, the customer can escalate the voice call to
video. You can add your own video to an existing video call if the customer has made a video call to
the agent or has already added video to an existing call.

Video Interactions

When you are in a video call and require additional information, you have the following options

• Video Conferencing: You can add another agent to an existing video call.
• Video Transferring: You can transfer a video call to another agent.
• Video Consultation: You can pause a video call while you consult with another agent and, if necessary,

later on do Transfer or Conference from this voice consultation.
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Video Conferencing

You can add another agent to an existing video call. Select Instant Call Conference, and type the
agent's name or contact URI into the text box. When you find the agent's name in the list, select
Instant Call Conference, or click the icon next to the agent's name. The other agent receives a
toast notification and can either accept or reject the invitation to a call. Now you can speak with all
parties in the conference with video, if the invitation was accepted. All participants in the conference
can see the video of the customer. Only one agent can display video to the customer. Other agents
will not be able to display their video unless the first agent stops his video. When you are finished
with the video conference, you can remove either yourself or the other agent from the video
conference.

Video Transferring
You can transfer an existing video interaction to another destination (agent, queue, route point, etc).
Select Instant Call Transfer, and type the agent's name or contact URI into the text box. You can
also find the agent's name from the list of all agents. Select the Action menu or the icon next to the
agent's name. The other agent receives a toast notification and can either accept or reject the
invitation.

Video Consultation
While you are on a video call, you can request a consultation with another agent.

Select Start a Consultation, type the agent's name or contact URI into the text box, and select
Start Voice Consultation from the Action menu. A toast notification is displayed on the selected
user site. Note that the consultation is voice only; video consultation is not available.

You can speak with the other agent before going back to the video call.

Note that while you are consulting with the other agent, the video is temporarily unavailable, even if
the video call is On Hold or Connected. You can resume streaming after you end the consultation by
pressing the Start video button.

Controlling how Conversation Windows are seen by Agents -
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Parallel Mode only

In release 8.5.000.90, Workspace Plugin for Skype for Business will by default show only Skype for
Business conversation windows actually needed by the agent during the call, and will close the
conversation window at the end of the call. Previously, when Workspace Plugin for Skype for Business
operated in parallel mode (with the Skype for Business interface shown on the desktop), all call
conversation windows were displayed on the desktop. At the end of the call, the conversation was left
on the desktop without any participants. A new option is introduced that forces the previous behavior
of the plugin:

• lync.sfb-window-state
• Setting: [interaction-workspace] section of the Workspace Desktop Edition application or the

Person’s Annex
• Default Value: hide
• Valid Values: show, hide
• Changes Take Effect: On restart
• Description: Determines whether Skype for Business conversation windows are shown when

Workspace Plugin for Skype for Business operates in parallel mode.

Disabling Tabbed Conversations
Tabbed conversations are enabled by default at Skype for Business startup and this interferes with
the Screen Hiding feature. In this scenario in release 8.5.000.90 a warning toast is displayed when
the Workspace Plugin starts, prompting for tabbed conversations to be disabled. To disable tabbed
conversations, go to the Skype for Business client options and uncheck the Enable tabbed
conversations checkbox as shown below.

Using Workspace Plugin for Skype for Business

Microsoft Skype for Business Deployment Guide 12

https://docs.genesys.com/Documentation/IW/Current/Dep/WorkspacePlugin#SuppParModes


Using Workspace Plugin for Skype for Business

Microsoft Skype for Business Deployment Guide 13


	Microsoft Skype for Business Deployment Guide
	Using Workspace Plugin for Skype for Business

